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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Hello  folks.  I  don't  “believe  it  matters  if  the  groundhog  did  or  did 
not  see  his  shadow  yesterday  it  will  not  he  long  now  until  most  of  us  will 
he  plowing  and  planting  our  gardens.  The  many  letters  that  we  are  getting 
indicate  that  there  is  more  than  usual  interest  in  gardening  this  year  and 
while  the  market  gardeners  and  fruit  growers  are  not  saying  much  about  what 
they  intend  to  do  they  are  asking  a  lot  of  questions  about  the  various  new 
varieties  and  .inquiring  as  to  where  the  seeds  or  plants  may  he  obtained.  A 
large  percentage  cf  these  questions  are  about  the  disease  resistant  varieties. 

It  would  not  be  quite  ethical  for  me  to  mention  certain  seed  houses 
that  are  offering  this  or  that  variety  but  I  might  suggest  that  seeds  of 
the  Marglobe,  Pritchard  and  'Break;.  O'Day  tomatoes  are  now  listed  by  practical¬ 
ly  all  seed  houses.  Seeds  of  the  new  Penn  State  and  Rutgers  tomatoes  are 
for  sale  by  a  few  of  the  seed  houses  in  the  eastern  section.  Seed  of  the 
hew  Glovel  tomato  that  I  have  mentioned  in  previous  broadcasts  is  not  on 
sale  this  year  but  this  variety  which  was  developed  primarily  for  Florida 
conditions  is  being  tried  by  a  number  of  experimenters  in  different  parts 
of  the  country  in  order  to  see  what  it  will  do  under  a  wide  range  of  climatic 
conditions. 

Recently  I  have  received  a  number  of  letters  asking  if  the  Marglobe, 
Pritchard  and  Break  O'Day  tomaloes  are  resistant  to  both  the  Fusarium  wilt 
disease  and  the  various  leaf -blights  and  rusts.  These  varieties  are  perhaps 
95  <f0  resistant  to  the  wilt  disease  but  no  particular  claims  are  made  as  to 
their  resistance  to  the  various  leaf  diseases.  Owing  to  their  splendid 
vigor  they  are  often  found  to  be  somewhat  resistant  to  the  leaf  diseases, 
but  I  would  advise  that  the  plants  be  sprayed  for  the  control  of  the  leaf 
diseases. 
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Seeds  of  the  Yellows  resistant  strains  of  cabbage  which  have  been 
developed  in  Wisconsin  within  the  past  few  years  are  being  offered  by  a 
few  of  the  seedsmen  of  the  general  Great  Lakes  region  and  others,  but  these 
resistant  strains  of  cabbage  have  not  as  yet  become  universally  cataloged 
by  seed  dealers  generally. 

One  of  the  finest  additions  to  our  list  of  bean  varieties  is  the 
new  Wisconsin  Refugee,  a  Mosaic  resistant  stringless  refugee  bean.  Any  of 
you  who  have  bought  and  used  any  of  those  whole-pod  canned  Wisconsin  Refugee 
beans  know  what  good  canned  beans  are  and  now  this  new  Mosaic  resistant 
sort  is  superior  to  the  old  Refugee  in  many  ways.  That  old  mosaic  disease 
has  been  the  nightmare  of  bean  growers  for  years  and  now  through  careful 
selection  and  plant  breeding  we  are  getting  strains  and  varieties  that  are 
practically  immune  to  the  mosaic  disease.  Perhaps  you  will  recognize  the 
mosaic  disease  of  beans  when  I  tell  you  that  it  causes  a  mottling  of  the 
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leaves  into  light-  and  dark-green. areas ,  accompanied  "by  a  curling  and 
stunting  of  the  leaves  and  a  heavy  reduction  in  yield.  The  disease  is 
carried  in  the  seed  and  when  once  introduced  is  spread  hy  plant  lice.  The 
green-pod  variety  known  as  Bountiful  is  fairly' resistant  to  mosaic  disease. 

Sure  Crop  T7ax  is  similar  to  the  old  Currie's  Rust-proof  VJax  hut  is 
more  vigorous  and  produces  pods  that  are  very  "brittle  and  stringless  also 
of  very  fine  flavor.  It  is  an  excellent  home  garden  and  market  Bean.  The 
old  Black  Valentine  has,  in  years  past,  Been  one  of  the  main  shipping  varieties 
of  string  Beans,  and  I  say  string  Beans  Because  the  pods  of  this  variety  are 
stringy ,  But  now  our  seed  Breeders  have  given  us  the-  new  St  ringless  Black 
Valentine  that  is  as  the  name  implies  perfectly-  stringless.  In  other  words, 
instead  of  you  having  to  carefully  pull  the  strings  from  the  string  Beans, 
all  you  have  to  do  is  to  simply  Break  or  snap  the  pods  of  the  stringless  Beans. 

*  Sweet  corn  is  one  of  our  most  prized  garden  vegetaBles  and  when  Golden 
Eantam  was  introduced  it  made  a  great  hit  among  those  of  us  who  enjoy  Bury¬ 
ing  our  faces  in  a  Big  ear  of  Buttered  corn.  Country  Gentlemen  has  also  Been 
one  of  our  most  highly  esteemed  sweet  corns  for  many  years;  now  one  of  our 
largest  seedB reeding  firms  Bias  come  out  with  a  new  variety  whichi  is  a  cross 
Between  Golden  Bantam  and  Country  Gentleman.  TBiis  new  variety  Bias  tBie 
characteristic  golden  color  and  flavor  of  Golden  Bat  an  and  the  zigzag  arrange¬ 
ment  and  deepness  of  the  kernals  found  in  Country  Gentleman.  I  have  not  had 
a  cBiance  to  try  out  tBiis  new  variety  But  the  originators  Biave  sent  me  a 
generous  sanple  of  the  seed  and  along  about  the  20tBi  of  July  I  hope  to  Be 
able  to  report  on  its  quality. 

You  may  recall  that  on  several  occasions  I  have  stated  tBiat  I  am  not 
inclined  to  plant  the  novelties  except  in  a  trial  way  until  they  have  Been 
fairly  well  tried  out,  But'  in  the  case  of  some  of  the  newer  tilings  I  have 
mentioned  today  the  introducers  have  made  pretty  tliorough  tests  to  see  how 
tBiey  will  perform  under  different  conditions. 

TThile  I  am  on  this  ques-tion  of  garden  seeds  I  want  to  say  tBiat  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  do es  not ,  and  I  want  to  emphasize  those  two  wo rds , 
"does  not"  have  any  garden  seeds  either  for  sale  or  free  distribution. 

Once  upon  a  time  we  had  what  was  called  the  Congressional  Seed  distribution 
But  tBiat  was  discontinued  many  years  ago. 


